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W H AT ’ S  I N  A  N A M E ?

Would a rose smell as sweet 

if it was called a dandelion?

Onomastics or 
onomatology is the 

study of proper names 
of all kinds and the 
origins of names. 

Anthroponomastics is 
the study of personal 

names.

In many cultures 
patterns developed to 
both identify a person 
and to carry on names 

within families and clans.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:rosa_rosa_-_pink_rose_-_01.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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J E W I S H  N A M I N G  PAT T E R N S

Elizabeth Cladwell Hirschman. When Scotland Was 
Jewish. Public Domain Mark1.0, 2007.



J E W I S H  N A M I N G  PAT T E R N S ,  C O N T.

https://archive.org/details/when-scotland-was-jewish/page/219/mode/2up

This book contains a list of Jewish/English names and words related to Jewish 

names

• Three rules were applied in naming Jewish 
children throughout the medieval period and up to 
the present time: the Talmud, kinnui (secular) 
versus shem ha kadosh (sacred) names, and the 
role of the female in Jewish ritual practice.

• The basic progression of a Jewish name:
1. Joseph ben (son of) Simon
2. Joseph ben Simon ben Moshe
3. Joseph ben Simon ben Moshe of London
4. Joseph ben Simon ben Moshe the Kohane 

(priestly family) of London
• “In some cases, a male is listed with his mother’s 

rather than his father’s name; e.g. Moysses fil Sarae 
(Moses ben Sarah). The most likely explanation is 
that the mother was simply better known.” p.220
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B R I T I S H  N A M I N G  
PAT T E R N

The same pattern applies to most British and Irish cultural groups starting with the earliest records 
(1500s-1900). The later, the less likely the pattern will occur as outlined.

The smaller the name pool (i.e., rural areas and patronymic cultures), the less benefit from the 
pattern because there are so few same names being passed on.

Anticipate anomalies. It is rarely followed strictly.

Don’t jump to conclusions based solely on the names or the pattern of names. Research and 
evidence are the key. The pattern is only one tool.

Be very careful not to confuse people with the same name on your public tree. It will make you 
and other people crazy. 
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Table is from https://englishancestors.blog/2020/04/01/english-naming-traditions/
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T H A N K  YO U

“It ain't what they call you, it's what you answer to.”
― W.C. Fields

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/82951.W_C_Fields
For more detailed information, get the handout from the Byu library Family History Center website.

https://fh.lib.byu.edu/classes-and-webinars/sunday-classes/
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