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The First Immigrants



Immigration since 1820

“Immigration Form Germany, 1820-1980,” Max Kincade Institute for German-American Studies, accessed 14 March 2024, https://mki.wisc.edu/research/immigration-communities/. 



Germans in America



German Unification of 1871 

David Rumsey, German Empire, 1,330,560,  “David Rumsey Map Collection,” 1901. 



Why does all of this history matter? 



Why should I determine where my ancestor’s 
hometown is? 



Avoid common name confusion
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Access to Records

9

● There is no central archive or catalog where all of the 
necessary records are housed

● Local Records are often organized by town or parish

● Know which databases to use

● If there are no digitized records, you may need to contact local 
archives 

● Geographical Boundaries



Historical Context and 
Cultural Heritage
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● Provides context around 
your ancestor’s life

● Migration Patterns

● Connecting with relatives

● Understand traditions, 
languages, and dialects



German Immigrants in American 
Church Records Project
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Information from German 
church records is extracted 
and recorded in a simple 
format
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Every book contains an index 
of the names listed in that 
book
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Volumes Organized by State



15

Online Church Indexes



https://rpmgrtpublications.wixsite.com



How do I access these books? 
- BYU Library 

- FamilySearch Library 

- Check Local Libraries

- Order a copy of the volume you need



Sources to help you find your German 
Ancestors hometown

- Preliminary Survey

- Church Records

- Vital Records

- Census Records

- Naturalization or 

Immigration Records

- Ships Passenger Lists

- Newspapers and Obituaries



PRELIMINARY SURVEY

19

● Search Home and Family  
Sources

● Interview Relatives
● Search Electronic Databases
● Find Family Surname Histories 

and Biographies



Home and Family Resources



Interview Relatives



Search Electronic 
Databases



Genealogy of Members of the Hanseatic 
League in Bergen



Family Surname Histories and Biographies



County Histories



26

Church Records

● Begin Much Earlier than Vital 
Records

● Often Written in German
● Often List the Name of the Persons 

Hometown
● Marriage and Children’s Birth 

Records 



Milwaukee Church Baptism Record



Vital Records

28

● Birth Records - May List 
Parent’s Information

● Death Records - May List 
the Deceased’s and Parent’s 
Information

● Marriage Records - May List 
the Bride and Grooms 
Birthplaces



Wisconsin Marriage Registration



30

Census Records

● Often One of the First Records that 
Are Found in American Research

● The 1850 Census Began Listing the 
Birthplace of Each Member of the 
Household

● Often Just Lists the Country
● Sometimes, Enumerators Would Be 

More Specific



1920 US Census 



Naturalization and 
Immigration Records

● Naturalization Records: 

Filed when a person wants 
to become a citizen

● Passports: Created for 
Travel



Declaration of Intention 1921



Passport Application



Ship’s Passenger Lists

● Lists of Ship Passengers
● May include the nationality, 

destination, and place of origin of a 
passenger

● Not many before 1820
● Extremely Valuable
● May be kept in the US, but also in 

many other countries as well



New Orleans Passenger List 1925



Hamburg Passenger List 1851



Newspapers 

38



Obituary Fort Wayne 
Evening Sentinel 

in Indiana
January 7, 1901



Obituary 
Eau Claire Leader in 

Wisconsin
June 2, 1970



I found the town name, but now I can’t even 
figure out where it is! 



Meyersgaz.org











Austria: Genteam.at







Reading Records



Use the FamilySearch Research Wiki







What are the next steps? 



Rootstech
BYU Library Family History Center

The Family History Guide
FamilySearch Wiki

Take Courses
Attend Conferences



THANK YOU!
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