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Many of  the images and some content of  this 
presentation were created using artificial intelligence.



Writing a family history 
can be a difficult and very 
time-consuming project. 



You should consider using 
artificial intelligence or AI 
tools for  assistance. 



You might be surprised about 
how much help using 
Microsoft Copilot, can be for 
such a project. 

Microsoft Copilot uses OpenAI 
ChatGPT and Microsoft Image Creator 
uses DALL-E 4.  

AI is changing every week, so expect changes. 



You may also want to use 
Google Bard.

Bard is powered by Gemini, a cutting-edge language model 
from Google AI. 



The information, 
sentences, or questions 
that you use with AI 
tools are called 
“prompts.” The quality 
of  the output from the 
AI program relies on the 
quality of  the prompts. 



You are essentially 
interacting with your 
computer using words 
and phrases.



You might 
also get 

frustrated. 



Copilot and Bard are 
essentially searching for 
information and can give 
wildly inaccurate responses. 
Start by requesting 
information you already 
know. 



Practice using prompts 
until you begin to get a 
feel for how they 
work. 



Here are suggestions for beginning to use prompts for generative AI:
ØBe Specific: generic prompts like “Write a story” will produce generic 

results. Adding context and being specific, clear, and concise will help 
generate more useful outputs.

ØProvide Context: asking the chatbot to behave as if  it were a person, 
process, or object can be an easy way to start generating better prompts.

ØDefine Output Format: Being specific about the type of  output you want 
will produce better results.

ØUse ‘Do’ and ‘Don’t’: telling chatbot what you do and don’t want in your 
response can save time and improve your result.

ØStructure the Prompt: start by defining its role, give context/input data, 
then provide the instruction.

ØUse Constraints: this can help avoid the chatbot meandering away from 
the instructions into factual inaccuracies.



There are 
several types 

of  publications 
that you can 

use to create a 
family history. 



Photo Books: These are simple to create, and their versatility 
lends them to an array of  projects. Since they’re based around 
images, you don’t need much accompanying text.

Narrative Books: These books might include an ancestor 
biography, portraying an ancestor’s life set within the historical 
context of  the time and place in which he or she lived.

Family History Books: These books trace the ancestry of  a 
person, working back through time. It’s ideal for showing the 
origins.

Combination Books: This option illustrates the ancestors 
and descendants of  one couple, great for anniversaries.

Ancestral Family History: This type of  book includes a 
chapter for the couple you start with and additional chapters 
for each descendant family.

Collection of  Family Traditions and Their Origins: This 
book documents family traditions and their origins.

Newsletters: These are periodic publications that update 
family members about recent events, discoveries, and stories.

Time Capsules: These books capture a snapshot of  the 
family at a particular point in time.

Family Organization Books: These books provide 
information about family organizations, reunions, and other 
group activities.

Posters: These are visual representations of  the family tree or 
other aspects of  the family’s history.

This list was created by asking Microsoft 
Copilot “Give me a list of  the types of  family 
history books about a person’s ancestry.”



The responses you 
get from both 
Microsoft Copilot 
and Google Bard 
vary over time and 
depend heavily on 
the exact words of  
your prompts.

The same prompt may give you different responses.



The type of  family 
history you choose to 
create will depend on 
your audience and the 
kind of  story you want to 
tell.



There are hundreds of  thousands of  family 
history books that have been published. Take 
some time to look at what is available. 





Both Copilot and 
Google Bard keep a 
record of  your 
prompts and 
responses. 



For this presentation, I will 
focus on writing an ancestral 
family history or descendancy 
book by choosing a remote 
ancestor family and researching 
the descendants. 

Tanner George S. 1974. John Tanner and His Family : A 
History-Biography of John Tanner of Lake George New 
York Born August 15, 1778, Hopkinton Rhode Island 
Died April 13, 1850, at South Cottonwood Utah. Salt 
Lake City Utah: John Tanner Family Association.

You may find that you have chosen a 
person with too many descendants so 
focus on a few prominent descendant 
families.



You may want to ask 
Microsoft Copilot 
about the family.

The difference between doing 
research with AI and an online 
search for resources, consists 
in carrying on a conversation 
with the AI chatbot. 



You may also want to use 
Google Bard. Both Bard and 
Microsoft Copilot are 
valuable tools. 

The response from Google Bard 
gives you a beginning outline for a 
book or article. 



You can also ask Microsoft 
Copilot for an outline of  a book 
about your ancestor. 

You will likely get different ideas 
from the two chatbots. 



John Tanner (August 15, 1778 – April 13, 1850) was 
a leading figure in The Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints and a chief  financial backer of  the 
Kirtland Temple. Tanner was a native of  Rhode 
Island. He moved to New York when fairly young. 
Of  his 21 children from three successive wives (his 
first two wives died before he married his next wife), 
14 lived to adulthood. Tanner was a Baptist until he 
joined the Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day 
Saints in 1832. He was baptized by Jared Carter. Ten 
of  his 14 children who lived to adulthood affiliated 
with the Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints 
and eventually moved to Utah Territory. He settled 
in Cottonwood, Utah Territory where he died in 
1850.

Please let me know if  you need more information 
about either of  these individuals.

The first step is to check 
all the facts. This is made 
easier by footnotes. 

Learn more:
1. en.wikipedia.org
2. en.wikipedia.org
3. thecanadianencyclopedia.ca
4. olympics.com
5. en.wikipedia.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Tanner_%28captive%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Tanner_%28Mormon%29
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/john-tanner
https://olympics.com/en/athletes/john-tanner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Tanner_(captive)


You can also ask questions about 
the information already provided. 

John Tanner (b. August 15, 
1778, d. April 13, 1850) was a 
leading figure in The Church 
of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-day 
Saints and a chief  financial 
backer of  the Kirtland 
Temple.

Question to Copilot:

How was John Tanner a 
financial backer of  the 
Kirtland Temple?



You get more information and more footnotes.



Here is a screenshot of  one of  the footnote links.

Now you are into original source material. 

You can use Microsoft Copilot to expand on 
topics, correct grammar, find additional 
information and so forth. 



Here is a list of  resources 
generated by Google Bard 
by asking “give me a list of  
online resources I can use 
to write a book about John 
Tanner (August 15, 1778, 
Rhode Island – April 13, 
1850, Cottonwood, Utah 
Territory, United States)”



You can continue to ask 
questions, make comments 
requesting a response, ask 
for summaries of  books and 
articles, ask for more 
resources, and start 
organizing the information, 
all with help from Microsoft 
Copilot and Google Bard. 

Of  course, you do not want to reduce any of  
this to paper; you can use the AI programs to 
organized your research.



You may keep following 
your original objective or 
you may choose to do 
something different. In 
each case, you will be able 
to ask questions and get 
additional information. 



Did my examples work 
because I chose a 
“famous” person? 
Here is what I found 
for another great-
grandfather. 

Marinus Christensen was born on 10 June 1863 in Lendum, 
Torslev, Hjørring, Denmark. There is a record of  a 
Christensen family arriving in New York on 16 July 1866 via 
the ship Kenilworth. However, the specific details about 
Marinus Christensen’s life are not readily available in the 
search results.

For more detailed information, you might want to consider 
genealogical research. Websites like FamilySearch offer 
resources for researching family history, including birth 
records, marriage records, death records, census records, and 
military records. You might find more information about 
Marinus Christensen and his family there. Please note that 
some records might be available at a FamilySearch Center 
near you.

The answer is definitely yes. You will always have a more 
difficult time finding information about ordinary people. 



But the information about 
Marinus’ immigration on the 
Kenilworth was accurate. 



AI chat is not 
particularly a good 
genealogy research 
tool. It is better as 

an organization and 
focus tool.  This 

may change 
tomorrow.

It can do things such as creating 
computer code and original 
images. 



Use the AI chat 
tools by asking 
questions and not 
relying on them to 
find specific 
websites. 



Watch for almost constant 
changes in AI capabilities. 



Thanks for Watching

This is one of  my photographs and not AI generated



Thanks for Watching

This image was AI generated


