
Sharing Our Ancestors’ Stories: Transforming Family 
Experiences into Meaningful Narratives

Creating Interesting Stories from Family History– Part 2



History

“Hearing stories 
gives children a 
sense of their 

history and a strong 
‘intergenerational 

self’.”

Strength

“We are stronger as 
part of a tapestry. 
One thread alone is 
weak, but, woven 
together with other 
threads it becomes 
unbreakable.

The Value of Creating Meaningful Stories
Stefan Walters, Family Therapist, Why Children Need to Know Their Family History, The Guardian.com

Emotional Health

“Children who have 
a strong “family 
narrative” enjoy 
better emotional 

health.”

Self Control

“The more the 
children know about 

their family,the 
stronger their sense 
of control over their 
lives and the higher 
their self-esteem.”



Why Share Stories? 

“ Learning our 
Ancestor’s stories 

helps us 
understand our 

own lives as well 
as our family. 

Their trials and 
successes lends us 
strength through 

difficulties.”

          

We must assure 
that our ancestors 
are remembered by 
creating 
meaningful and 
interesting 
narratives for 
future generations.



     
Why learning his story 

matters to me.

Carl Earl Davis
1913-1998



“When the war ended, it would still be 
months before the men of the 6th 
Division returned home.

During this time, most, near exhaustion, 
were fed and nursed back to health 
while being briefed and essentially 
deprogrammed. 
After 306 days of combat, the last 219 
being continuous, all including even the 
medics, had learned to kill 
automatically. 
The men of the 6th Division had to 
gradually get used to the idea of not 
killing.
They had to get used to the idea of no 
longer living with a rifle as a constant 
companion. 

In the years to come, many would 
continue to experience the effects of the 
war, including bouts of Malaria and 
flashbacks. 



21 3 4 5

Choose your inspiration 
and starting point

Choose the medium 
to use to capture 

your story

Plan and Perform 
Research 

Refine and polish 
your story  

Publish and
Share your story

Creating Meaningful Family Stories



     

Step 1:Choose Your Subject
Keep it simple



Financial Records

Church Records

Photographs

Letters

20 Questions

 Awards & Programs

Memorabilia

Family Bibles

Landmarks Maps

Personal 
Histories
       &
Personal 
Journals

Handiwork and Recipes

School 
& Work 
Records

Subject Ideas

               
Do you know how your parents 

met?

Do you know where your 

mother grew up?

Do you know where your father 

grew up?



    Step 2: Choose Format and 
Recording Method

Format Ideas:

● Essay
● Short Story
● Artwork
● Children’s Book
● Photo Book

Recording Ideas:

● Word Document
● Google Slides
● Pencil & Paper
● Canva



Examples- Subject 
Matter and Result

A few ways to share our Ancestors lives 
and stories with our families. 

Let us keep their names and their lives in 
front of us and present in our minds. 



Subject Matter 

Photos, Landmarks 
and Maps



Freimund Acres

              Freimund Acres
Find: 
❏ Corky the Mutt
❏ Lady 
❏ Scout the German Shepherd
❏ Peatey the Peacock
❏ Rivets the Terrier
❏ Harvey the Goose
❏ Muffy the Yorkie
❏ Wild Deer
❏ White Goat
❏ Brown Goat
❏ Grandpa’s workshop
❏ Grandpa’s Boat
❏ Tractor
❏ The Building
❏ Grandpa with his pipe
❏ Grandma
❏ The Pond
❏ The Creek
❏ The Dock
❏ Lily Pads 

 Result



Subject Matter 

Family Tree



 Result



Family Tree-Birthdays

Subject Matter 



Birthday 
Flower Art



Family Tree-Names

Subject Matter 



Name Art



Subject

Personal 
Histories 

and 
Journals



 Result



Subject 
Awards, Newspaper 

Article, Maps



“When the war ended, it would still be 
months before the men of the 6th 
Division returned home.

During this time, most, near exhaustion, 
were fed and nursed back to health 
while being briefed and essentially 
deprogrammed. 

After 306 days of combat, the last 219 
being continuous, all including even the 
medics, had learned to kill 
automatically. 

The men of the 6th Division had to 
gradually get used to the idea of not 
killing.

They had to get used to the idea of no 
longer living with a rifle as a constant 
companion. 

In the years to come, many would 
continue to experience the effects of the 
war, including bouts of Malaria and 
flashbacks. 



 Subject
Idea 

20 Questions: 1-10  

1. Do you know how your parents met?

2. Do you know where your mother grew up?

3. Do you know where your father grew up?

4. Do you know where some of your grandparents grew up?

5. Do you know where some of your grandparents met?

6. Do you know where your parents were married?

7. Do you know what went on when you were being born?

8. Do you know the source of your name?

9. Do you know some things about what happened when 

your brothers or sisters were being born?

10. Do you know which person in your family you look most 

like?

“The 20 Questions,” that 
tap into different kinds of 
family stories. 

These questions are 
designed as a starting 
point for sharing family 
stories.

Robin Fivish and 
Marshall Duke, 
Ph.D,2016,Emory 
University, 
psychologytoday.com



“As a teenager I was finally 
allowed to ride my used bike and 
go to town with the older boys 
(a four mile trip) to go to the 
movie. One night as we were 
coming home it was very dark 
(we didn’t have lights on our 
bikes) and as we started down 
the hill to cross big creek (the 
scariest place at night)of 
course I was behind the others 
when my chain came off and 
there I was by myself and 
scared (who knows what was 
there in the dark anyway). My 

older brother, Gene came back and 
rescued me by putting the chain 
back on and staying with me down 
and back up that awful long hill 
where you continually looked over 
your shoulder to see what was 
going to get you. It was not easy 
for the older boys to peddle up that 
long hill without out stopping and 
for a few more years for me but I 
don’t think I stopped that night. 
THANKS GENE!" 

The Chain Came Off 
 

Original Story as told by Don Dyer

  Subject 

Family 
Search

 Story from 
Memories



WHAT: 
An adventure tale of  Don, the 
youngest of the six Dyer Children 
and the lesson he learned about 
the strength of  family ties (the 
moral of the story)

WHO: 
Dyer Family- Farmers who 
had lived in the same area a 
few generations
Parents and six Children:
Names

WHERE: 
Bokchito, Bryan County, 
Oklahoma
Dyer Family Farm
Big Creek
Hollywood Movie Theatre

WHEN:
1940s 

WHY: 
To help the reader get to know 
the family, place, time period 
of the Dyers.

Research



As a teenager  

I was finally allowed 
to ride my used bike  

and go to town  

with the older boys  

(a four mile trip)  

to go to the movie.  

How does a teenager feel?
When was he a teenager?

Why did he have a used 
bike? 
What kind of bike did a 
kid have in 1940s?
His parents cared for him.

Where did 
he live? 
Rural 
area-where 
was town?

Who were his 
brothers? 
How much 
older were 
they?

What was four 
miles away? 

Which movie 
theater was 
about 4 miles 
away?Research Process



Share

Print and 
distribute 

copies 

Publish on 
FamilySearch            

and 
Ancestry 

Notify by
email, call, 
text, snail 
mail, etc. 



Step 6: Share





In Bryan County, Oklahoma, my family lived on a sprawling 80-acre farm. I, Don, 
was the youngest of six children: my sister, Earlene, and four brothers, Lendell, 
Gene, Gerald, and Royce. We grew crops of cotton and peanuts, and everyone 
pulled together to work the farm.  
 

Cotton Plant  Peanut Plant 



With all that wide open space, I yearned for a bicycle to explore my world. 
Finally, my dream came true when I was given a used bike. 
 
 
 



As we settled into the seats, I felt so grown up sitting with my big brothers as 
the movie flickered to life on the big screen. 

 



Or was it the graceful strides of a white-tailed deer guiding her 
fawn? 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“If there is no one to 
remember or no 
evidence of a life 
accessible in this 
earthly world a person 
ceases to exist for those 
who come after.

Bring your ancestors to life 
and keep them present. 


