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Cemetery Customs


in German-language Regions of Europe

	
	Before 1900
	Since 1900

	Cemetery location
	Beside or around the parish church
	Often moved to the edge of the town or the village

	Time of the funeral
	Day of death to 8 days later*
	Within 72 hours (modern German law)

	Announcement
	By word of mouth
	Obituaries/letters

	Embalming
	None
	Essentially never

	Coffins
	Wood if any
	Wood of any kind

	Location of the body between death and funeral
	In the home*
	In the home; since 1945 in the cemetery chapel

	Funeral procession
	From the home to the cemetery*
	Rarely outside of the cemetery

	Funeral sermon
	At graveside, rarely in church
	In the cemetery chapel or graveside, rarely in church

	Church bells
	Often for a donation
	Usually without a donation

	Markers
	Wood or stone according to the family(s circumstances*
	Temporary wood or metal (1 year), then stone

	Care of the plot
	The family is responsible
	The family is responsible; new trend to grass surface

	Term of plot occupation
	Permanent
	Leased for 20-35 years (seldom renewed)

	Removal of markers
	Extremely rare
	Increasingly common

	Removal of remains
	Essentially unknown
	Essentially never

	Cremation
	Extremely rare
	Approx. 70% today

	Death/burial records
	Church and civil registry
	Communal cemetery records


*Different conditions apply in times of war, natural disaster, and epidemic.
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