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1. GATHER
2. CHOOSE
3. FIND
4. EVALUATE
5. SHARE

Five Keys for 

Genealogical Research



A Quicky about the Wiki

3



“The FamilySearch Research Wiki is a free, 

online genealogical guide created and 

maintained by FamilySearch, a non-profit 

organization. Articles included are locality 

pages for countries around the world and 

topic pages that include pertinent genealogy 

record types explaining how to use the 

record, what it contains, and how to find it. It 

contains links to genealogy databases, 

websites, other resources, research 

strategies, and genealogical guidance to 

assist in the search for your ancestors.” 4For more instruction on the Wiki:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEbZd7Dyleg&t=1588s



Type "wiki.familysearch.org" 
into the address bar of your 
browser. 

When already signed into 
familysearch, Click "Search." 
Look for "Research Wiki" at 
the bottom of the drop-down 
list. Click. Voila! There you 
are.

You can create a bookmark 
on your browser toolbar so 
you can go to the Wiki with 
one click.

How to Get There



Search for the state by name or from 
the United States page
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Click on Step-by-Step Research, 
[years as applicable].
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OR search for Category:Step-by-Step 
State Research

8
Click on the desired state and time period.



The Steps are in the box.
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Step 1: Find out 
everything possible 
from living relatives 
and their family 
records.

Key #1--Gather
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Gives tips about gathering 

information from family sources.



A few additional suggestions

• Talk to family members. Ask questions.  

Record or note down the answers. 

• Record stories.  

• Find photographs and identify people in them.  

• Find personal letters, journals, cards, and 

other written materials.  

• Find Bibles, baby books, family records, 

newspaper clippings, wedding and birth 

announcements, funeral programs, school 

papers, passports, medical records.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://betterhealthwhileaging.net/how-to-use-personal-health-record-in-aging/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Review the known information you have gathered.  
Pinpoint accurate facts when possible; note 
suspicious items.

Decide who you are looking for.

Decide what information you need to find.

Craft a research goal: Examples: I want to find the 
military record of my great-grandfather in World War 
I.  What is the exact date of birth of my great-
grandmother?

Key #2--Choose



Step 2: Find ancestors in every possible 
census record, 1850-1950, online.
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Find

Gives search tips and links to all censuses for the state on FamilySearch and Ancestry, as 

well as state censuses, when available.



Step 3: Try to find additional details in death certificates, 
Social Security, obituary and cemetery records online.

• Gives search tips and examples for death certificates, death 

index entries, SS Death and Applications and Claims 

indexes, and cemetery records.

• Gives links to collections online for all of the above.

• Gives a link for where to write to get records.

• Gives links for more information on the Wiki.
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Step 4: Search for county birth and 
marriage records online.

• Gives date vital records registration began in the state. See 

county pages for more information.

• Gives examples of birth and marriage indexes.

• Gives links to state birth and marriage indexes.

• Gives a link to the state counties listings.

• Gives links to How to find [State] . . . Records articles in the 

Wiki.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.creativecertificates.com/vintage-marriage-certificate/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Step 5: Search military records: World War I and World War II 
draft cards.

• Gives examples of draft cards.

• Gives search tips and links to draft 

registration indexes.

• Gives links to state military records.

PRO TIP

• For civil war records, go to the 

National Parks military site here:

Search For Soldiers - The Civil War (U.S. 

National Park Service) (nps.gov)

• For other wars see the Wiki article 

“United States Military Records.” 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm?submitted=1&SDunitCode=UKS0001RI#sort=score+desc&q=Muenzenmayer
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers.htm?submitted=1&SDunitCode=UKS0001RI#sort=score+desc&q=Muenzenmayer
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/File:Nebraska,_World_War_II_Draft_Registration_Cards,1940-1945_DGS_103357304_image_10.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Step 6: Look for church records online.

• Gives examples of church 

records.

• Gives search tips and links to 

online church records in the 

state.

• Gives links to further 

information.
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Step 7: Search for online wills and probate packets.

• Gives search tips and links to 

online wills and probate 

collections for state.

• Gives links to further 

information.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://choosehonesty.com/live-as-if-youll-die-tomorrow-write-a-will-today/last-will-and-testament/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Step 8: If any ancestor was an immigrant, search 
immigration and naturalization records online.

• Gives examples of passenger list indexes and lists.

• Gives links to state immigration records.

• Gives link to US immigration records, including cultural 

groups, passports and naturalization records.

• Gives links to more information about state emigration and 

immigration.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://gabriellagiudici.it/immigrati-italiani-arrivo-a-ellis-island-new-york-1905-lewis-hine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Step 9: Search land records online.

• Gives information about what the records contain.

• Gives links to US and State land records.

• Gives links to more information.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://gabriellagiudici.it/immigrati-italiani-arrivo-a-ellis-island-new-york-1905-lewis-hine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Step 10: Search for printed local histories or 
biography collections online.

• Gives links to online repositories.

• Gives tips on how to find histories on FamilySearch.

• Gives links to online local histories and biography collections.

• Gives links to more information.

PRO TIP

• Use the Internet Archive (https://archive.org) to find histories and 

biographies.

• Google state university libraries’ card catalogs to find histories and 

biographies.

• Use Google Books to find histories and biographies.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://gabriellagiudici.it/immigrati-italiani-arrivo-a-ellis-island-new-york-1905-lewis-hine/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Step 11: Contact a local historical 
or genealogical society.

• Gives information on historical and genealogical societies.

• Gives links to online local historical and genealogical 

societies.

• Gives links to GenealogyInc website directory of historical 

and genealogical societies.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Dallas_Genealogical_Society
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Step 12: Use other 
FamilySearch tools.

• Gives links to Historical Images, 

new and old version, for the 

state. (These are images that 

are not indexed.)

• Gives links to State Online 

Genealogy Records for other 

online records that may cover 

smaller groups.
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Step 13: Study the 
Research Wiki pages 
for any county in 
state.

• Click on any county to go to the 

county page for lots more local 

information and sources. 
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PRO TIPS for Better Research

• For larger cities, click on the Wiki page for the city for local 

information and sources.

• Scan through the articles in the Topics box for the US, the state 

you are researching in, and the county. Be a Wiki clicker!

• Never discount a possible source type. It only takes a minute to 

win it.

• Have a scorched earth policy when it comes to finding 

information.

• Start at the known location and move outward in circles—5-10 

miles at a time.
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PRO TIPS for Better Research

• Use the state Research Page to search FamilySearch. 

Click on Research Strategies. At the bottom of the page, 

click on [State] Record Collections.

• Use the other great tools on this page, as well!
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Use this one-stop page to 

search the state collections 

on FamilySearch!
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Key #3--Organize

• Organize the information. Use the Wiki Research Tools articles to help you.

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Use_Appropriate_Forms#Prepare_a_Research_Log

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Logs_(National_Institute)

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/img_auth.php/5/51/To_Do_List_for_My_Ancestor.pdf
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Use_Appropriate_Forms#Prepare_a_Research_Log
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_Logs_(National_Institute)
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/img_auth.php/5/51/To_Do_List_for_My_Ancestor.pdf


Key #4--Evaluate

• Review the records. View original documents/images whenever possible.  Snip and save!

• Decide what the information tells you: Who?  When?  Where?  What?

• Organize the information. Compare it to other information.

• Come to a conclusion about your research goal. 
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Key #5--Share

• Create a new profile page, if necessary, or update Family Tree or Ancestry or other program 

by attaching the source to the person.

• Create a memory, if appropriate.

• Write a blog that you can share your research on.

• Use social media or FamilySearch Groups or Friends to share your information with friends 

and family.

.
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Do it again for 
another ancestor! 
Find ‘em all!
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BYSA-NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/joyoflife/5290322/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

	Slide 1: How Do I . . . Use the Step-by-Step Wiki Page for U.S. Research?
	Slide 2: 1. GATHER 2. CHOOSE 3. FIND 4. EVALUATE 5. SHARE
	Slide 3: A Quicky about the Wiki
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Type "wiki.familysearch.org" into the address bar of your browser.   When already signed into familysearch, Click "Search." Look for "Research Wiki" at the bottom of the drop-down list. Click. Voila! There you are.  You can create a bookmark on y
	Slide 6: Search for the state by name or from the United States page
	Slide 7: Click on Step-by-Step Research, [years as applicable].
	Slide 8: OR search for Category:Step-by-Step State Research
	Slide 9: The Steps are in the box.
	Slide 10: Step 1: Find out everything possible from living relatives and their family records. 
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Step 2: Find ancestors in every possible census record, 1850-1950, online.
	Slide 14: Step 3: Try to find additional details in death certificates, Social Security, obituary and cemetery records online.
	Slide 15: Step 4: Search for county birth and marriage records online.
	Slide 16: Step 5: Search military records: World War I and World War II draft cards.
	Slide 17: Step 6: Look for church records online.
	Slide 18: Step 7: Search for online wills and probate packets.
	Slide 19: Step 8: If any ancestor was an immigrant, search immigration and naturalization records online.
	Slide 20: Step 9: Search land records online.
	Slide 21: Step 10: Search for printed local histories or biography collections online.
	Slide 22: Step 11: Contact a local historical or genealogical society.
	Slide 23: Step 12: Use other FamilySearch tools.
	Slide 24: Step 13: Study the Research Wiki pages for any county in state.
	Slide 25: PRO TIPS for Better Research
	Slide 26: PRO TIPS for Better Research
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Key #3--Organize
	Slide 29: Key #4--Evaluate
	Slide 30: Key #5--Share
	Slide 31: Do it again for another ancestor! Find ‘em all!

