
How Do I . . .



What is the GRO?

•

•

•

•

•

• Events recorded in England and Wales and overseas - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/events-recorded-in-england-wales-and-overseas/events-

recorded-in-england-and-wales

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/events-recorded-in-england-wales-and-overseas/events-recorded-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/events-recorded-in-england-wales-and-overseas/events-recorded-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/events-recorded-in-england-wales-and-overseas/events-recorded-in-england-and-wales


How do I find the GRO indexes?

•

• https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/

•

•

•

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/


What 
information is 
on the 
records?

•

•

•





What 
information is 
in the index?

•

•

•

•



Where can I find more information?

•

•

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/discover-your-family-history/discover-your-

family-history-accessible-version

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-tree-guide-to-birth-certificates

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-tree-guide-to-marriage-certificates

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-tree-guide-to-death-certificates

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/discover-your-family-history/discover-your-family-history-accessible-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/discover-your-family-history/discover-your-family-history-accessible-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-tree-guide-to-birth-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-tree-guide-to-marriage-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-tree-guide-to-death-certificates


How do I order a certificate?

•

•

•

•

•

•

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-order-and-pay-for-certificates

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-order-and-pay-for-certificates/how-to-
order-and-pay-for-civil-registration-records-accessible-version

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-order-and-pay-for-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-order-and-pay-for-certificates/how-to-order-and-pay-for-civil-registration-records-accessible-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-order-and-pay-for-certificates/how-to-order-and-pay-for-civil-registration-records-accessible-version


Anything else I need to know?

• You can also order a PDF version or the Online view digital image in JPEG format.

• The availability of certificates include birth registration records over 100 years old and deaths from 1837 

to 1957. 

• No marriage certificates have been indexed or digitized on the GRO. You can order certificates; however, 

there may be privacy laws applicable (index is 1837 to 1983 on BMD).

• Birth indexes have been digitized on the GRO site from 1837 until 1934. Then from 1984 to 2021.

• Death indexes have been digitized on the GRO site from 1837 until 1957. Then from 1984 to 2021.

• You can fill the gap by using the FreeBMD indexes.



How do I use the index?

On the GRO Home page, click on Order 
certificates online





Click on Search 
the GRO Indexes



General Guidelines for 
searching when you 
don’t have exact info

•

•

•

•



General Guidelines for 
searching when you 
don’t have exact info, 
cont.

•

•

•

https://www.familysearch.org/mapp/

• Find historical districts here: 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/conte

nt/certificates/images/GRO%20Re

gistration%20District%20Book.pd

f

https://www.familysearch.org/mapp/
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/images/GRO%20Registration%20District%20Book.pdf
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/images/GRO%20Registration%20District%20Book.pdf
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/images/GRO%20Registration%20District%20Book.pdf
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/images/GRO%20Registration%20District%20Book.pdf


Registration District 
Lists on BMD



General Guidelines for 
searching when you 
don’t have exact info, 
cont.



General Guidelines for 
searching when you 
don’t have exact info, 
cont.

•

•

•

•

•



General Guidelines for 
searching when you 
don’t have exact info, 
cont.

•

•

•



What is FreeUK Genealogy?
“Free UK Genealogy provides free, online 
access to family history records. 
We…create high-quality transcriptions of 
public records from governmental 
sources, parish churches, and other 
trusted institutions. We believe [in] 
making and keeping public records 
accessible to all.  We work with others 
with the same concerns.”
https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/

https://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk/


FreeBMD.org is an ongoing project…to 

transcribe the Civil Registration index of births, 

marriages and deaths for England and Wales, and to 

provide free Internet access to the transcribed 

records.

FreeCen.org aims to provide a free-to-view, 

online, searchable database of UK census returns.

FreeReg.org provides free internet searches 

of baptism, marriage, and burial records. We are 

transcribing records from parish registers, non-

conformist records and other relevant sources in the 

UK.



FreeBMD.org.uk 



Caveats

The FreeBMD database covers the period 
September 1837 to the end of 1998 but not 
all quarters for all events have yet been 
transcribed. For current coverage see: 
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/progress.shtml

More records are added monthly.
The FreeBMD database currently contains 
292,053,328 distinct records (388,730,985 
total records). 

SEARCH MINDFULLY.

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/progress.shtml


To Search Births

Check type of record.
Fill in names needed as known.
Fill in dates as known.
Fill in date range years (2-5 years, all 
quarters).
Check options boxes.
Click Find.
Click Count to see only the number 
of records found.
Click Reset to start a new search 
(query).



Some guidelines:

• All  fields are optional but add only as much 
information as you need. The more information, 
the fewer results. Add  information to narrow the 
results. Large numbers of results may result in 
getting  timed out.

• Search by location (county) when necessary. Be 
careful with districts. Use the GRO Registration 
District Book for applicable dates (link above) or 

• https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/index.ht
ml.

• Use a date range of about 2-5 years (normally) from 
March quarter to December quarter. Births could 
be registered several months after birthdate, and 
deaths even longer.

See also:
https://www.freebmd.org.
uk/search-help.shtml

https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/index.html
https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/index.html


Some more guidelines:

• You can search for all three record types at once, 
but normally it works better to limit search to one 
type.

• Enter first name and middle name(s) (when needed) 
on same line. Do not use periods after initials. 

• Use a wildcard with * for any number of characters, 
? for one character.

• Mother’s maiden name available after 1911.

See also:
https://www.freebmd.org.
uk/cgi/search-names.pl

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search-names.pl
https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search-names.pl


Sample Search
Click Help button for more 

information



Results: 
1 with initial or middle name
0 with mother’s maiden name (before 1911)
37 with no district
2 with county



• To make a new search, click on New Query.
• To change search, click on Revise Query.
• To save search, click save search or download.
See https://www.freebmd.org.uk/download-help.html

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/download-help.html


• Info button gives you transcription information.
• To view original index entry (not certificate), click on 



The meaning of other symbols that may appear 
next to the Information button is as follows. Click 
on the icons for more information:

Comment: A comment has been attached to this 
entry by the transcriber. 
Postem: There is a Postem attached to the entry. A 
Postem is a message from a researcher about the 
entry.
Additional:  The entry has been added to the 
database since the previous update or has been 
changed since the previous update. 
System entry: An entry that is not in the index but 
has been added to the FreeBMD database to 
correct an apparent error in the index. 
System link: There is a System Entry linked to this 
entry.



• Clicking the district name gives you historical dates 
for district parishes.

• Clicking the page number gives you the names of 
others on the indexed page.

• Bold entries have been transcribed by two 
transcribers.

• Italicized district name means it may be incorrect.



To Search 
Marriages

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Click on the page number to see possible spouses. 
Eliminate the spouse through census records.



Tips for Finding 
Marriages

• TIP 1: Prior to 1875, the registration of an event was 
not compulsory and therefore some were missed.

• TIP 2: Marriages sometimes took place after the birth 
of the first child. Widening the timescale searched 
may help.

• TIP 3: A marriage might have taken place outside of 
England and Wales, e.g. Scotland. 

• TIP 4: The bride may have been married more than 
once – try looking under the name of the groom 
instead.

• TIP 5: There may never have been a marriage. 
Couples often lived together as man and wife 
because divorce was rare and expensive. Some did 
not remarry after their spouse died.



To Search Deaths

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Under Lucy Ann with no age, there were 7 results.
Under Lucy, 309.
Narrowing by county, 25.
By age/birth year and no county, 11.
Under Lucy A with age and no county, 3

Results



Next steps using FreeGenealogy sites:
• Look for parish death record in FreeReg
• Look for remarriage in FreeBMD
• Look for census entries as widow in FreeCen
• Look for children born between 1872 and 1881 in 

FreeBMD or GRO



Lots More Help 
and FAQs Here:

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/search-faq.html#symbols

For the best results, click all the help buttons on the site 
to learn even more about how to use this fantastic 
resource!

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/search-faq.html#symbols
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