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Dark as a Dungeon – Researching Mining Records 

United States Mining History 

Gold and Silver Mining Coal Mining 

1848 – The California Gold Rush brings 
300,000 people from around the world. 
1858 – People flock to Colorado during the 
Pike’s Peak Gold Rush.  
1859 – Silver veins are discovered in 
Colorado. 
1898-1911 – Three gold rushes occur in 
Alaska, bringing prospectors and miners 
to the Yukon Valley. These include the 
Nome Gold Rush, the Klondike Gold 
Rush, and the Fairbanks Gold Rush. 

Mid-1800s – Bituminous coal overtook 
anthracite coal. 
1900 – Some coal mining began before, 
but techniques didn’t develop until after 
1900 - The first conveyor belt was 
developed. 
1960s – Smaller coal companies merge 
into larger diversified firms. 
2008 – Competition in the industry is 
more intense than ever. Led to better 
technology and new mines. 

 

Mining Technology: 

● Primitive tools were use in the beginning. 

o Mining shafts were dug out by hand. 

● Picks and hammers were replaced with fire to clear tunnels. 

● Explosives began to be used in the Middle Ages to break up large rocks. 

o Black powder was eventually replaced with dynamite – mid-1800s. 

o Drills, lifts, and steam-powered pumps were invented. 

● Modern mining techniques extract 85% of minerals and 98% or metallic ores 

without digging a shaft or endangering workers. 

o Can excavate with more accuracy and do less harm to environment. 

Occupations Within Mining: 

Different functions of the individual miner. Many of the roles are specific to a type of 

mining, such as coal mining. Roles considered to be "miners" in the narrower sense have 

included: 

● Hewer (also known as "breaker" or "pickman"), whose job was to hew the rock. 

● Collier, a hewer who hews coal with a pick. 

● Driller, who works a rock drill to bore holes for placing dynamite or other explosives. 

● Other roles within mines that did not involve breaking rock (and thus fit the broader 

definition) have included: 

● Loader (also called a "bandsman"), who loads the mining carts with coal at the 

face. 

● Putter (also known as a "drags-man"), who works the carts around the mine. 

● Barrow-man, who transported the broken coal from the face in wheelbarrows. 

● Hurrier, who transported coal carts from a mine to the surface. 
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● Timbers, who fashions and installs timber supports to support the walls and ceiling 

in an underground mine. 

● In addition to miners working underground, a mine employs other workers in duties 

at the surface. In addition to the office staff of various sorts, these may include: 

● Brakesman, who operate the winding engine. 

● Breaker boy who breaks coal. 

● Emergency Structure Engineer, who makes sure that cave-ins are dealt with when 

called. 
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Selected Websites 

A Brief History of Mining: https://www.generalkinematics.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-

mining-and-the-advancement-of-mining-technology/  

Battle of Blair Mountain Ends: https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/tdih/blair-mountain-

ends/  

Black Lung Hits 25-Year High in Appalachian Coal Mining States: 

https://www.npr.org/2018/07/19/630470150/black-lung-rate-hits-25-year-high-in-

appalachian-coal-mining-states  

Breaker Boy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breaker_boy  

Buffalo Creek Disaster: https://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=49918  

Children in Coal Mining (Breaker Boys): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breaker_boy  

Coal Mining: https://www.britannica.com/technology/coal-mining  

Coal Mining: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_mining  

Coal Mining in the United Kingdom: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_mining_in_the_United_Kingdom  

Coal Mining in the United States: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_mining_in_the_United_States 

Coal Mining and the Victorians: https://www.mylearning.org/stories/coal-mining-and-the-

victorians/236 
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Coal Region History Chronicles: 

http://coalregionhistorychronicles.blogspot.com/2008/09/mules-drivers-and-

spraggers.html  

Company Scrip: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_scrip  

Company Store Scrip: https://www.appalachianhistory.net/2018/09/company-store-

scrip.html  

Cyndi’s List; Mining & Miners 🡪 Records, Employment, Fatalities: 

https://www.cyndislist.com/mining/records/  

Finding Coal Mining Accidents and Deaths in West Virginia Coal Mines: 

http://www.wvgenweb.org/wvcoal/find.htm  

Glossary of Coal Mining Terminology: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossary_of_coal_mining_terminology  

History of Coal Mining in the United States: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_coal_mining_in_the_United_States  

Index of Fatalities in West Virginia Coal Mines 1883-1925: 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Index_of_Fatalities_in_West_Virginia_Coal_Mines

_1883-1925  

John L. Lewis: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_L._Lewis   

List of Coal Mines in the United States: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_coal_mines_in_the_United_States  

Message Boards, State Miners: 

https://www.ancestry.com/boards/topics.occupations.mining.us/mb.ashx  

Mine Information Database System: 

http://www.wvgs.wvnet.edu/www/coal/MIDS_Index.htm  

Miner: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miner  

Mines and Mining (UK): https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-

research/research-guides/mines-mining/  

Mining: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining  

Mining Accidents; United States, Canada, Australia, & New Zealand: 

https://miningaccidents.weebly.com  

Mother Jones: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Harris_Jones AND 

https://aflcio.org/about/history/labor-history-people/mother-jones  

National Archives, Records of the US Bureau of Mines: 

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/070.html  
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Ohio Mines: http://miningartifacts.homestead.com/Ohio-

MInes.html?fbclid=IwAR3JRQ37KGidGCKNoYjIsQ87Aah55UOKp4cSlMPxpIOFFBdKE

VUuj4WTfso  

Pre-1963 Colorado Mining Fatalities: 

http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/fullbrowser/collection/p16079coll16/id/1816/rv/compo

undobject/cpd/1931  

Salt Mining: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salt_mining  

Scrip: https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/209  

Tennessee Coalfields: http://coalcampusa.com/tennessee-coal-mines/tennessee-coal-

mines.htm  

The Black Diamond (Issues on Google Books): 

https://books.google.com/books?id=sqZEAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA216&lpg=PA216&dq=mid

dle+rex+coal+camp,+ethel+west+virginia&source=bl&ots=uOGsFLUa1Z&sig=ACfU3U1

pDCRRW5hCLaQHUc7fP0hbuoP3Hw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiA7sXe8pLmAhUR

IDQIHfndAQ8Q6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=middle%20rex%20coal%20camp

%2C%20ethel%20west%20virginia&f=false  

The Coal Mining Massacre America Forgot: 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/forgotten-matewan-massacre-was-epicenter-

20th-century-mine-wars-180963026/  

The Life of a Coal Miner: 

https://ehistory.osu.edu/exhibitions/gildedage/content/LifeofaCoalMiner  

The West Virginia Coal Mine Site: http://www.wvgenweb.org/wvcoal/txt.html  

Underground Mining (Hard Rock): 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underground_mining_(hard_rock)  

Wasatch County (Utah). County Recorder Mining Proof of Labor Records: 

https://archives.utah.gov/research/inventories/22199.html  

West Virginia Coal Mining Records, 1896-1951: https://invention.si.edu/west-virginia-

coal-mining-records-1896-1951 

West Virginia Geological & Economic Survey:  

http://www.wvgs.wvnet.edu/www/geology/geoldvco.htm  

West Virginia Mining:   

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/minewars/  

Workers: https://riversofsteel.com/_uploads/files/Coal-Workers.pdf  
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