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RECORDS
· A record is the official documentation of names, dates, and places as it pertains to specific events such as the taxing of people, purchasing or leasing of land, mustering of men in the military, etc.
· Records are original and are not copies, extracts, or compilations of other records.
· The author of a record is generally a government, ecclesiastical or other official entity responsible for having the data recorded.

RESOURCES
· A resource is the compilation of information gathered from records or that identify the inhabitants living within a cultural area.
· It may include an evaluation or explanation of the records and their use.
· It may be a compilation including copies or extracts of records.
· The author is generally one or more persons, a society, or organization.

TYPES OF GERMAN JURISDICTIONS & AREAS
· Nobility Jurisdictions - Ruled lands acquired by inheritance, marriage, or military force. They strongly influenced the records that were kept.
· Government Jurisdictions - Controlled by nobility and included specific regional, county seat, and district types of records.
· Record Jurisdictions - Specific records kept on inhabitants living within a defined area of the government jurisdiction.
· Cultural Areas - Based on topographical, former nobility, or tribal areas.  Resources and not records were created on the inhabitants of these areas.

1871 GERMAN EMPIRE - NOBILITY JURISDICTIONS
Anhalt - Herzogtum (duchy)

Baden - Herzogtum (duchy)

Bayern (Bavaria) - Königreich (kingdom)

Braunschweig
(Brunswick) - Herzogtum (duchy)

Elsass-Lothringen (Alsace Lorraine) - Provinz (province)

Hessen - Herzogtum (duchy)

Lippe - Fürstentum (principality)

Mecklenburg

Schwerin - Herzogthum (duchy)

Strelitz - Herzogthum (duchy)

Oldenburg - Herzogtum (duchy)

Preussen (Prussia) - Königreich (kingdom)

Sachsen (Saxony) - Königreich (kingdom)



Schaumburg-Lippe - Fürstentum (principality)

Thüringen (Thuringia)

Sachsen Altenburg - Herzogthum (duchy)

Sachsen Koburg-Gotha - Herzogthum (duchy)

Sachsen Meiningen - Herzogthum (duchy)

Sachsen Weimar-Eisenach - Herzogthum (duchy)

Reuss ältere Linie - Fürstentum (principality)

Reuss jüngere Linie - Fürstentum (principality)

Schwarzburg Rudolstadt - Fürstentum (principality)

Schwarzburg Sonderhausen - Fürstentum (principality)

Waldeck - Fürstentum (principality)

Württemberg - Königreich (kingdom)
OTHER  NOBILITY  JURISDICTIONS
Burgraf (burgrave)

Erzherzogtum (archduchy)

Freigrafschaft (magistracy)

Fürstentum (principality)

Grafschaft (county, shire)

Grossfürstentum (grand principality)



Grossherzogtum (grand duchy)

Herrschaft (domain)

Kurfürstentum (electorate)

Landgrafschaft (landgravate)

Markgrafschaft (margravate, margraviate)
PROVINCES OF PREUSSEN (PRUSSIA)
Brandenburg

Hannover

Hessen-Nassau

Hohenzollern

Ostpreussen



Pommern

Posen

Rheinland

Sachsen



Schlesien

Schleswig-Holstein

Westfalen

Westpreussen

GERMAN GOVERNMENT JURISDICTIONS
AREAS

UPPER

MIDDLE


LOWER



Anhalt


________

Kreis



________

Baden


________

Kreis



Amtsbezirk

Bayern


Regierungsbezirk
Bezirksamt


________

Braunschweig

________

Kreis



________

Elsass-Lothringen
Bezirk


Kreis



________

Hessen


Provinz

Kreis



________

Lippe


________

Verwaltungsamt

Amt

Mecklenburg-

Schwerin

________

Ritteramt


Amt

Strelitz

________

Domäneamt


Amt

Oldenburg

________

Amt



________

Preussen

Provinz

Regierungsbezirk

Kreis

Sachsen

________

Kreishauptmannschaft
Amtshauptmannschaft

Schaumburg-Lippe
________

Kreis



________

Thüringen

________

Verwaltungsamt

Landratsamt

Württemberg

Kreis


Oberamt


________

GERMAN RECORD JURISDICTIONS
Amtsgericht (Lower Court)

Bezirkskommando (Military Command)



Standesamt (Civil Registry)

Pfarrkirche (Parish)

RECORD  JURISDICTIONS
· Document names, dates, and places relating to a specific type of event, i.e. court, military, etc.
· Have a defined boundary to which specific localities are assigned.
· Identified by the type of event and the name of the locality where the documentation occurred.

JURISDICTIONS ARE IDENTIFIED BY THE MEYERS GAZETTEER
· Nobility - kingdom, duchy, or principality
· Government - region, county seat, and district
· Records - court, military, civil registry, and maybe parish
· Example of a locality entry from Meyers:
	Brüsenhagen, D., Pr., Brandbg., RB. Pot#dam, Kr. Ostprignitz, AG.  Kyritz, Bkdo. Pereleberg, StdA. Vehlow, A, Dannenwalde, P E 4.5 km Wutike; 180 E., Ml.


Explanation of Meyers Entry:

Brüsenhagen = Brüsenhagen

D. (D.) =  Dorf (village)

Pr. (Pr.) = Preussen (kingdom of Prussia) - nobility jurisdiction
Brandbg. (Brandbg) = Brandenburg (province) - government jurisdiction
RB. (RB.) = Regierungsbezirk (county seat) records at Potsdam - government jurisdiction
Kr. (Kr.) = Kreis (district) records at Ostprignitz - government jurisdiction
AG. (AG.) = Amtsgericht (lower court) records at Kyritz - record jurisdiction
Bkdo. (Bkdo.) = Bezirkskommando (military) records at Pereleberg - record jurisdiction
StdA. (StdA.) = Standesamt (civil registry) records at Vehlow - record jurisdiction
A. (A.) = Amt (local government office) records kept at Dannenwalde - record jurisdiction
P E = Post Eisenbahnstation (post office and train station) at Wutike

180 E. (180 E.) = 180 Einwohner (180 residents)

Ml. (Ml.) = Mühle (mill)

CHARACTERISTICS OF  CULTURAL  AREAS
· Records were not kept by Cultural Areas.  Records that are found under the name of the Cultural Area were usually created by a governmental district by the same name.
· Information that exists for a cultural area was compiled by a person or organization.
· Cultural areas often received their name from a topographical feature in the same area, such as the Odenwald area from the Oden Forrest and the Eifel area from the Eifel mountains.
· Cultural areas may overlap two or more governmental and/or nobility jurisdictions.

USING THE FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY CATALOG
· Always determine where the civil and parish registers were at and check for these localities in the Library Catalog first.
· Determine the localities for every government and record jurisdiction and check for records from these localities.
· When looking up the county seat or district, remember, the Library Catalog does not always distinguish what are town records and what are county seat and district records. Check the record contents to determine jurisdiction
· Remember to check under the nobility and cultural names.


GERMAN RECORDS
RECORD TYPES & TIME PERIODS
Amtsbücher  (civil records)
from 1200 to 1900

Arbeitssachen  (employment matters)
from 1800 to 1900

Armen und wohltätigkeitssachen  (welfare matters)
from 1600 to 1900

Auswanderungs/einwanderungs  (emigration/immigration)
from 1600 to 1900

Bürgerbücher  (citizenship records)
from 1300 to 1900

Geburtsbriefe  (birth certificates)
from 1800 to 1900

Gerichts und Politzeisachen (court and police matters)
from 1400 to 1900

Grundbücher  (land records)
from 1400 to 1900

Hauslisten  (city directories)
from 1600 to 1900

Impflisten  (vaccination records)
from 1800 to 1900

Kirchenbücher  (parish registers)
from 1500 to 1900

Kirchenbuch Duplicaten  (parish transcripts)
from 1500 to 1875

Meldungen  (Move in/out registers)
from 1700 to 1900

Militärurkunden  (military records)
from 1400 to 1900

Schullverzeichnis  (school records)
from 1600 to 1900

Stadtbücher  (city records)
from 1200 to 1900

Steuern  (tax records)
from 1200 to 1900

Testamente  (probate, testament, inheritance records)
from 1200 to 1900

Untertanenurkunde  (serf records)
from 1600 to 1900

Volkszählungen  (census records)
from 1600 to 1900

Zivilstandsamturkunde  (civil registry)
from 1700 to 1900

Zünftbücher  (guild records)
from 1300 to 1900
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