
Putting Your Family 

History into Context:

Writing Your Family History as 

Social History



Where Do I Start?

Review my class, "Putting Your Family History into Context: Social History and 
Genealogy - JerroleenSorensen (26 Jun 2022)"

Find it here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKfOjZeMbog

Or here:

https://fh.lib.byu.edu/2022/06/28/putting-your-family-history-into-context-social-
history-and-genealogy-jerroleen-sorensen-26-jun-2022/

https://fh.lib.byu.edu/2022/06/28/putting-your-family-history-into-context-social-history-and-genealogy-jerroleen-sorensen-26-jun-2022/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKfOjZeMbog
https://fh.lib.byu.edu/2022/06/28/putting-your-family-history-into-context-social-history-and-genealogy-jerroleen-sorensen-26-jun-2022/


What Is Social History?

ÅHistory is the study of  past events in human affairs.

ÅSocial history delves underneath the big stuff  of  

human affairs and looks at the collective lives of  

human beings rather than scrutinizing the great, 

powerful or elite individuals whoseinfluence affects 

those lives for good or ill.

ÅSocial historians study common people and how they 

lived, so it is much more inclusive and can enlighten 

their descendants concerning their lives and how the 

grandevents of  the day shaped them as well as the 

day-to-day living that everyone does.



Why write family history 

as social history?

ÅIT MAKES GENEALOGY FUN and INTERESTING!

ÅReaders (and writers) discover they are part of  something 
larger than theirpresent-day stories.

ÅYounger readerscan feel more connected bysharing or 
learningstories from the past.

ÅNew perspectives andunderstandings are discovered and 
passed on about history in general and about an ancestorõs 
or ancestral family's life in particular.

ÅIt's a great way to share your research and hard work! This Photoby Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/daryl_mitchell/226248285/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Narrative Styles of  

Importance for the 

Genealogist

ÅJournal and Diary Writing

ÅMemoirs

ÅAutobiography

ÅHistorical Fiction

Å Biography

Å Social History Narratives and Narrative 
Essays


