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Beginning 
Research in 
Ireland

By James L. Tanner
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To understand 
Irish research, you 
need to know 
Irish history

Books, websites, and videos

2

Plantations in Ulster 
1600- 1800

English landlords moved out the indigenous population 
and brought in English and Scottish “undertakers”
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https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/sites/default/fi
les/publications/Plantations_in_Ulster.PDF

Nidirect Government 
Services
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Ireland was more or less under 
British rule from 1541 until it 
became a fully independent state as 
the Irish Free State in 1922. 
Ireland became fully independent 
in 1937 but did not withdraw from 
the Commonwealth until 1949 

Northern Ireland remains 
part of  Great Britain 
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Research in Ireland 
is complicated by 
almost constant 
historical warfare 
and major famines
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The Great Famine or the 
Irish Potato Famine 
from 1845-1849

Estimated one million people died and one million 
people left the country
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30 June 1922 
Public 
Records 
Office 
Explosion

Many records were destroyed but many 
genealogically important records survived
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Irish immigrants 
began coming to 
America in about 1714

It is estimated that as many as 4.5 million Irish 
arrived in America between 1820 and 1930
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Research for an 
immigrant begins 
with the place of  
arrival not the 
place of  departure
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What do you need to know about your ancestors?
• Name
• The date of  some event in the ancestor’s life in Ireland
• The place where your ancestor lived in Ireland, parish, town, and county
• Religion
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Protestant
Catholic
Unknown 
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Location

Location

Location
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Irish Place 
Names

https://www.logainm.ie/en/
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Use genealogy websites
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Before 1864 the primary sources 
for vital records are church records 

Other sources

vCensus Fragments (where they exist)

vCivil Registration (for Protestant marriages 1845-1863)

vGriffiths Registration

vTithe Records and other Land, Taxation registers

vCemeteries
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After 1864…

vCivil Registration

vCensus

vWill and Probate Records

vNewspapers

vCemetery Records
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Ireland Genealogy
FamilySearch Research Wiki
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Finding the Ireland 
Place of  Origin

FamilySearch 
Research Wiki
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National 
Archives of  
Ireland

1901 and 1911 census for the 
whole of  Ireland, the tithe 

applotment books (1820s & 
1830s) for the Republic of  
Ireland and Will calendars 
(summaries) for the years 

1858-1920, 1922-1982 (from 
1918 for the Republic of  

Ireland only) are now 
available online on the free 

website
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https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/civil-search.jsp
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National Library of  Ireland 
Catholic Parish Registers

https://registers.nli.ie/

Zoom in to the parishes
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vCensus records
vCensus substitutes
vChurch records
vCivil registration
vEmigration records
vGenealogies
vMilitary records
vNewspapers
vWills and Probate records
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Ulster 
Historical 
Foundation

https://www.ancestryireland.com/
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There are many 
other useful 
websites, make sure 
you learn about the 
history and records 
available in Ireland
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If  you know exactly where your ancestors lived ultimately you may need to go to Ireland to do 
more research
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Thanks for Watching
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