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Why A Genealogy Center?
In the mid-20th century, genealogists in the public library space were clearly an atypical class of customer. They were active consumers of many resources in every library they visited. They were power-users of collections, they actively and consistently engaged reference staff, and they appeared to “camp-out” in every place they visited, seeming to virtually take over the place. This was a challenge for traditionally trained library professions. Then Allen County Public Library director, Fred Reynolds, decided that Fort Wayne would sport a library that offered the best possible service for these library customers. From that service philosophy grew an amazing collection of resources and services.
Back to Basics

Plan your work and work your plan.

Take time to play, to explore.

Focus on geographic, ethnic, religious, and occupational descriptors as well as surnames. 

The Print Collection
The Genealogy Center of the Allen County Public Library contains more than 516,207 printed volumes & 667,283 items of microtext (microfilm & microfiche).  This collection grows daily through purchases & donations. Indeed, more than one thousand physical items are added to the collection each month. 

One of the best ways to begin accessing the print collection is use the Center's catalogs and online discovery tools. The collection catalog as well as a federated search across the free databases can be found on the top right as links on the GenealogyCenter.org homepage. A specialized database to provide additional access to the microtext collection can be found at the following URL. http://genealogycenter.info/search_microtext.php As with every institution's online catalog, it is wise to initially take some time to do some sample searching to see what defaults are in place and how searching works. 

Compiled Genealogies: More than 68,650 volumes of compiled genealogies represent work already done on American and European families, and range from brief typescripts to well documented multi-volume works.  Nearly five thousand family histories on microfiche and many family newsletters complement this collection. Since the Center’s inception, a preservation photocopy program has been offered. In this program a customer loans the Center an original work or manuscript; two copies of the work are made, one for the customer and one for the Center; and the original is returned to the customer in no worse shape than it was received. What had been initiated as a purely paper program has been expanded to include digital copying as well.

Directories & Yearbooks: The Center has a depository collection of more than 67,000 R. L. Polk directories dating from circa 1964 to the present (among the last remaining Polk repository libraries), with significant earlier runs for a number of cities. The Center also holds many directories for smaller cities and rural areas produced by other publishers.  A guide for the format of the holdings of United States city directories is in the following. 
· 1785-1860—microfiche

· 1861-1901—microfilm

· 1902-1935—microfilm

· 1964-present—books
To complement the collection of city directories, the Center also has an enormous collection of school and college yearbooks, numbering close to twenty thousand volumes.  

Local History Materials: The Center’s aggressive resource development strategy helps ensure the collection of as many works as possible that identify specific individuals in particular geographic locations engaged in any activities that cause and create written documentation. Though the collection sports a North American and British Isles focus, materials from other areas of the world are also represented. 
The Virtual Collections
The Genealogy Center provides a very significant number of databases for on-site researchers and a notable number of free data files for any interested individual accessing the GenealogyCenter.org site from anywhere in the world. 
Categories of freely accessible online databases are listed in following. Records in all of these categories total more than three million items. Those numbers grow with new additions and updates every month. 

· African American Gateway—a growing resource for African American research, it includes information from the United States, Canada, and the Caribbean, and well as a few other countries. The links to websites in this gateway are paired with bibliographies of resources for African American research found in The Genealogy Center collection.

· Allen County, Indiana Resources—a collection of databases that includes indices of local obituaries, cemeteries, marriage, death and other courthouse records, as well as African-American material. More than twenty thousand photographic images are also available. 


· Family Bible Records—a collection featuring transcriptions and images from family bibles donated to The Genealogy Center. Details include births, marriages, and deaths as well as information from items inserted in the Bibles, such as newspaper clippings, photographs, and funeral cards.

· Family Resources—a section featuring unique family histories and family files submitted by researchers who have granted permission for their material to be hosted on The Genealogy Center site. Contributions of additional data are always most welcome. 


· Genealogy Center Surname File—a resource that can be searched to identify others researching a surname of interest. Contact information is provided to encourage collaboration. Contributors to this file are Genealogy Center customers.

· Indiana Resources—a widely varied collection of databases created by researchers who have donated their work to The Genealogy Center, as well as Genealogy Center staff. 

· Native American Gateway—a resource for those exploring First Nations family history. Information on how to begin such a research endeavor, links to materials from the National Archives and links to popular data are complemented by a continually updated listing of resources held by The Genealogy Center.

· Other States Resources—a widely varied collection of databases created by researchers who have donated their work to The Genealogy Center, as well as Genealogy Center staff. 
· Our Military Heritage—a growing collection of images of books, pamphlets, government documents, original letters, diaries, biographies, photographs, videos, unit histories, and rosters as well as service and pension records. A project of The Genealogy Center, this collection of data files offers materials from the Colonial era through the Afghanistan and Iraqi Wars. 
Databases that are available on-site are listed in the following.
· Ancestry.com—the largest family history site in the world.
· Accessible Archives African American Newspapers—unique collection of 19th century African American newspapers, including The Christian Recorder (1861-1891, 1893-1902), The Colored American/Weekly Advocate (1837-1841), Douglass’ Monthly (1859-1863), Frederick Douglass’ Paper (1851-1855), The Freedmen’s Record (1865-1874), Freedom’s Journal (1827-1829), The National Era (1847-1860), The Negro Business League Herald (1909), The North Star (1847-1851), and Provincial Freeman (1854-1857).

· African American Heritage—an important collection of resources for African American research. It includes original records, links to the AfriGeneas Community social networking site, and Black Genesis, a state-by-state methodological resource guide.  

· African American Historical Newspapers—a collection of nine African-American newspapers, featuring the Atlanta Daily World (1931-2003), The Baltimore Afro-American (1893-1988), Chicago Defender (1910-1975), Cleveland Call and Post (1934-1991), Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-2005), New York Amsterdam News (1922-1993), The Norfolk Journal and Guide (1921-2003), The Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), and Pittsburgh Courier (1911-2002).  
· AmericanAncestors.org—online resource of the New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) containing millions of records for researching New England and early American families as well as other data sets for states along westward migration trails.  
· Archives Unbound: Evangelism in Africa—Correspondence of the Board of Foreign Mission, 1835-1910—a unique collection of records of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, an agency that created orphanages, schools, hospitals, and churches in Africa from 1835-1910.  
· Archives Unbound: The Civil War in Words and Deeds—a collection of regimental histories and personal narratives documenting all facets of military life during the Civil War.  

· Archives Unbound: The War of 1812—Diplomacy on the High Seas—a collection of records including applications from privateers, documents regarding enemy aliens and prisoners of war, and passenger lists from the United States covering the time period of 1812-1814. 

· FindMyPast—one of the best online sources for British research, and increasingly a major resource for North American records and images, featuring census schedules; vital records; church registers; military records; British, Irish and American newspapers; and the online home of the Periodical Source Index (PERSI).  

· Fold3.com—database concentrating on military records, but it also contains numerous city directories and very consequential Native American resources.  

· HeritageQuestOnline.com—a collection of census records, books, and numerous other record sets including the U. S. Serials Set, Freedman’s Bank records, and Revolutionary War records.
· NewspaperArchive.com—a database of tens of millions of newspaper pages dating back to the 1700s. 
· Newspapers.com—online database of more than 4,100 historical newspapers, covering the United States, Canada, England, Ireland, and Panama from the 1700s-2000s, and includes nearly 156M newspaper pages.  

· PERiodical Source Index (PERSI)—the premier subject index for genealogy and local history periodicals produced by the staff of The Genealogy Center. Increasing numbers of issues are linked to the index with all issues being index available in the Center. 
· Slavery and Anti-Slavery: A Transnational Archive—a rare historical archive of millions of pages of court records, maps, books, newspapers, and periodicals from the United States, Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, and Europe specific to the topics of slavery, abolition, and emancipation.  
Collaborative Initiatives—Building Free Libraries of Family and Local History Materials

· FamilySearch (FamilySearch.org)—the Genealogy Center is one of twelve partner organizations that have collectively placed more than 500,000 works online for free searching, reading, and downloading. https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/ 
· Internet Archive (Archive.org)—many tens of thousands of Genealogy Collection materials are available for free use, including free downloading, on the Internet Archive. https://archive.org/details/allen_county
Online Guides 

· National Archives Finding Aids—Hundreds of National Archives & Records Administration descriptive pamphlets, preliminary inventories, and special lists are available in searchable form. http://www.genealogycenter.info/nara/
· State and Subject Snapshots—Guides to key resources for those researching particular states, geographic areas, and subjects. http://www.genealogycenter.org/Pathfinders/Snapshots.aspx
Other Virtual Sources of Family History Materials 

· FamilySearch.org— Research Wiki

· Linkpendium.com

· WeRelate.org
Social Media

· An e-zine, Genealogy Gems, is published on the last day of each month that highlights collection resources, delivers some methodology and technology tips, and provides a list of upcoming programs. https://acpl.lib.in/community/genealogy-gems 
· Genealogy Center Facebook—https://www.facebook.com/genealogycenter
· Genealogy Center Instagram—https://www.instagram.com/genealogycenter/
· Genealogy Center Twitter—https://twitter.com/ACPLGenealogy
· Genealogy Center YouTube— https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8AE558B5D8661B31
Technology Extras

· Very strong, library-wide, free wireless in addition to public access computers and catalog-only computers dedicated to genealogy research. 

· An HP Digital Sender to email scanned page images to personal accounts—or to other researchers with whom one is collaborating.  

· An array of five digital imaging systems for printing or saving microtext images to a USB drive. 
Special Collections & Services
Military Records: In all of its collections (monographs, serials, microtext, and online data files) the Center has very deep military record holdings.  The Revolutionary War, the War Between the States, and twentieth century conflicts are particularly well represented in the collection. Examples of record types include adjutant generals' reports, lineage society publications, and soldiers' diaries and letters as well as thousands of unit, regimental, and divisional histories.  
Canadian Collection: The department houses a significant collection of Canadiana, especially for the eastern provinces.  Print sources include county and town histories, cemetery records, and almost all available published French-Canadian parish registers and marriage repertoires.  Please consult the three snapshots that can assist in navigating this substantial collection: Canada-General, Canada-Atlantic, and Canada-British Columbia/Pacific. 
British Isles Collection: The Center has a substantial collection of materials from England, Ireland and Scotland, with more than 19,500 printed volumes including county histories, monumental inscriptions, heraldic references, early parish registers and most English county record society publications.  The Irish Collection is especially rich with plentiful local and family history resources. Further details can be found in the department's Irish & Scots-Irish and British, English & Welch snapshots.
Consultations Services: For its customers who visit in person, The Genealogy Center provides live, complimentary consultation services. For customers who visit us remotely, The Genealogy Center provides complimentary Zoom consultation services. Contacting the Center in advance of an on-site visit with what one has researched and what one wants to accomplish helps make the consultations more useful. 

